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“Whether we were sulfragists or anti-suffragists before the war, we must all have come to the conclusion that
now women deserve the vote.”

Ne. 21.—An American Woman’s Victory in the British Parliament.

Capyright, 1920, by Imternational Feature Service, Inc,

2T me @gress to day from the perennial theme of love and the
seeswtn of the heart to say that everybody ought to be rejoiced
st Ladly Aster winning & seat in the British Parliament,

= e Sret place. whether we were suffragists or anti-suffragists
selore the mar. we must all have come 1o the conclusion that women
wow Gemerve the '+ ote How Lady Astor fulfills the wishes of those
s sieeted Ber s “wp to her,” but that she is elected should be, it
s 5 e & matter for rejoicing to all women. [ belleve there are
sumibers of people in England who have never come into personal
arh wih Lady Aster whe may in their hearts feel some resentment
sat she should B¢ By birth an American and married to a man who

sas wgmally an Americas also
et = how the abeurd labelling system that | am always fighting
She i» “abelied” in this section of the public’s mind
and so all their prejudices are allowed full play, and the
wment semsbiiny of the woman's mental equipment itself éscapes
T SEPT f Mw What does it matter wheth e was born Amerl-
o or an”®  She mest be loyally English now, she would not desire
ghe a9 & positien which estalls the bardest work. She Is very
s whe w 5 peeress therelore she can have none of the usual

g Sewires o mfSeen « her actions
Bow wupid s resent her being the one chosen (o inaugurate the
e om W which wemen e o b partictpators In the nation’s ROV-
—— Suppesing =+ had had some carnest. flery English spinster
 smgre—r e eAPmgttr crente the mrecedent’ We might have
Se smaaipatien of wemes retarded by years, for men are still
smongh - when helr hristies are up 1o present a formidable
B w9 Lady Astor we can now fesl safe. because har per.
et wmd gphemn® =il cames the men s wave of antagoniam
- auetls o e vl e hese who come after her will be made
—
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It is perhaps natural that we might have wished the ploneer had
been British, but at least, since fate did not arrange that, do not let us
grumble .about it

The aim of the very people who feel resentment at Lady Astor's
American birth is, presumably, the uplifting of the cause of women for
the good of their country, but they have allowed that irrevelent factor
of her being born an American to obacure their vision so that this out.
gide thing is permitted to appear more important than the actual aim.

This is what I call “side tracking"—getting off the main line lead:
ing to your destination, because of prejudice. And it is this peculiar
perversity which upsets the happiness of many llves! Here i8 a
sentence | wrote a long time ago, and it {llustrates what I am talking
about:

“The thing which more than half of humanity seems, to forget is
the end they have In view. They desire something really ardently,
and yet appear incapable of keeping their minds from straying into
side issues, which must logically militate against, and probably pre-
vent, their desire’s accomplishment!"

“Side tracking” Is nearly always caused by wounded vanity if we
analyze it down to bed rock. Wounded vanity |s the cause of jealousy,
and jealousy is—the devil!

A friend writes that she looked the dearest, neatest little lady
among all the men, in a plain coat and gkirt, and that there was not
a touch of the milllonairess, not even a string of her wond®rful pearls

and that a wave of admiration and welcome swept through the
whole house,

And now we have only to wish that she will do splendidly, and
that that marvellous instinet in women which makes them without fear
when their feelings are touched will come forth in her strongly and
make her battle at Injustice, regardlees of tiresome red tape, and that
in years to come we shall look back and say, “She, with a fine rapler,
slew the dragon whose stifling breath has killed go many noble ldean”

8o here's luck to her!
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